Gadsden Middle School: Violence Prevention
Program

Kick-Off Event

On February 4, 2009, Gadsden Middle School and Southern New Mexico Human Develop-
ment, Inc. hosted a school-wide Kick-Off event which introduced the Olweus Prevention Program to
students, parents and other community members on the principles and dynamics of the program. The
Kick-Off event, which was held at the school, had renowned guest speakers as well as area agencies
and school organizations that were invited to have activities and informational booths for both stu-
dents and parents. As well, media was invited to presence the kick off.

The event began at 12:30pm, with a ceremony being held at the school’s gymnasium. Dr.
David J. Garcia, Principal of Gadsden Middle School, welcomed students, parents, community mem-
bers, and speakers. As well, Dr. Garcia introduced the problem of bullying on school grounds and in-
vited the support of the students and staff to promote a bullying free campus.

Following Dr. Garcia’s opening introduction, Mr. Vincent Ortega, CEO of Southern New
Mexico Human Development, Inc., spoke several words to the audience and cordially introduced the
guest speakers beginning with District Judge Fernando Macias; District I Commissioner Dolores Sal-
dafia Caviness; Gadsden Independent School District School Board President Maria Saenz; Deputy
Superintendent, Mr. Efren Yturralde; and Gadsden Middle School Social Worker and Committee
Member, Mr. Aaron Salas. Afore mentioned officials acknowledged that bullying is a problem and
needs to be rectified at an early stage before it escalates to a community issue. District Judge Macias
was quoted on KVIA, Channel 7 stating, “If we don’t intervene much earlier than we have been his-
torically, then it’s going to be this continuing pipeline of children coming into the juvenile justice sys-
tem with no really substantive effort to keep that from occurring.”

After the ceremony, all participating attendees were invited to attend the carnival which was
held on the football field within school grounds. Participating sponsors and school organizations held
an activity/informational booths which included: Tresco TOTS; Southern New Mexico Human Devel-
opment, Inc.; New Mexico Children, Youth, and Families Department (CYFD); La Clinica de Familia
- Promotoras; Community Action Agency of Southern New Mexico (CAASNM); Texas Roadhouse;
New Mexico Teen Pregnancy Coalition; National Guard; New Mexico Coalition Against Domestic
Violence; National Honor Society; Big Brothers/Big Sisters; AmeriCorps; Elev8; and Gadsden Middle
School’s Parent Teacher Organization. Aside from sponsor booths, coaches provided basketball and
soccer tournaments while teachers and staff provided supervision. Music and entertainment was pro-
vided by Zat Music DJs, additional security was provided by the Dofia Ana County Sheriffs Depart-
ment and New Mexico State Police, and a Firefighter Volunteer Unit was available for first aid.

The Kick-Off event concluded at 3:30pm with no major incidences. In addition, the event had
great coverage by KVIA Channel 7 who broadcasted live on their 5 and 6 o’clock news and had a
news report broadcasted on each of their newscasts.

The Coordinating Committee, along with students and staff, will continue to work hard to cre-
ate a safe and violence free campus for Gadsden Middle School. For more information contact
SNMHD at (575) 882-5101.




Gadsden Middle School: Programa de Prevencion en Violencia
Evento de Implementacion

El 4 de febrero, 2009, Gadsden Middle School y Southern New Mexico Human Development, Inc.
ofrecieron un evento de implementacion donde presentaron a los estudiantes, padres de familia y
otros miembros de la comunidad el programa Olweus Prevention Program. Dicho evento se llevé a
cabo en la escuela donde reconocidos lideres de la comunidad asi como agencias y organizacio-
nes de la escuela fueron invitados a tener actividades y médulos de informacién tanto para los es-
tudiantes como para los padres de familia, los medios de comunicacidén también fueron invitados.

El evento dio inicio a las 12:30pm, con una ceremonia en el gimnasio de la escuela. El Dr. David
Garcia, Director de Gadsden Middle School le dio la bienvenida a los estudiantes, padres de fami-
lia, miembros de la comunidad y conferencistas. El Dr. Garcia presentd el problema de la intimida-
cion en las instalaciones de la escuela e invitd a los estudiantes y el personal a tener un campus
libre de intimidacion.

Después del inicio de la presentacion, el Sr. Vincent Ortega Director de Southern New Mexico
Human Development, Inc., se dirigié a la audiencia y presentd a los conferencistas empezando
con el Juez del Distrito Fernando Macias; Comisionado del Distrito 1l Dolores Saldafia Caviness;
Presidente del Consejo de Gadsden Independent School District Maria Sdenz; el Superintendente
Efrén lturralde y el Trabajador Social y miembro del comité Aarén Salas. Los oficiales ya mencio-
nados confirmaron que la intimidacion es un problema y se necesita rectificar a una etapa tempra-
na antes de que se haga un asunto comunitario. El Juez del Distrito Macias fue entrevistado por el
canal 7, KVIA y dijo “Si no intervenimos mucho mas temprano de lo que histéricamente hemos
hecho, entonces esto va a ser una conduccién de nifilos que van a llegar al sistema de justicia ju-
venil sin hacer ningun esfuerzo para que esto no ocurra.”

Después de la ceremonia, todos los participantes presentes fueron invitados al carnaval que se
llev6 a cabo en el campo de futbol de la escuela. Patrocinadores y organizaciones de la escuela
tuvieron actividades/moédulos de informacion incluyendo a: Tresco TOTs; Southern New México
Human Development, Inc., New MExico Children, Youth, and Families Department (CYFD); La
Clinica de Familia/Promotoras; Community Action Agency of Southern New Mexico (CAASNM);
Texas Roadhouse; New MEXxico Teen Pregnancy Coalition; Nacional Guard; New MExico Coalition
Against Domestic Violence; Nacional Honor Society; Big Brothers/Big Sisters; AmeriCorps; Elev8;
y la Organizacién de Padres-Maestros de Gadsden Middle School. Ademas de los modulos de los
patrocinadores, los entrenadores organizaron torneos de basquetbol y fatbol, los maestros y per-
sonal tuvieron la supervisién. La musica y el entretenimiento estuvo a cargo de Zat Music Dj's, la
seguridad adicional fue proporcionada por el Departamento del Sheriff del condado de Dofia Ana,
la policia del Estado de Nuevo México y la Unidad de Bomberos voluntarios para primeros auxilios.

El evento concluy6 a las 3:30pm sin ningun incidente. Ademas el evento tuvo una amplia cobertura
por el canal 7 KVIA quien lo trasmitié en las noticias de las 5 y 6 de la tarde y un reporte se pasoé
en cada uno de sus noticieros.

El Comité Coordinador, asi como los estudiantes y personal, continuaran su tarea de crear en la
escuela de Gadsden Middle un lugar seguro y libre de violencia. Para mas informacion se pueden
comunicar a SNMHD al (575) 882-5101.




